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Farm Labor Facts 
Told To Truman 
Commission 


The President’s Commission on Mi- 
gratory Labor is now conducting field 
hearings throughout the country. The 


- National Farm Labor Union took the 
lead in getting the Commission ap- 


pointed. Beginning in Brownsville and 
El Paso, Texas, the Commission has 
heard many witnesses state facts that 
shock the uninformed public. 


Says U. S. Laws Set Aside 


For instance, three officials of the 
U. S. Immigration Service at Phoenix, 
Arizona, told the Commission that 
each year “A pressure group of large 


farm operators” forced the U. S. Gov- 


ernment to suspend its law so that 


- they could get cheap labor from Mex- 


ico. Other government officials have 


_ revealed that the number of illegal 
aliens entering from Mexico has 


reached the astonishing figure of 600,- 
000 annually. Under the agreement 


with Mexico, whereby thousands of | 


Nationals are imported each year, the 


~ number of contract jumpers runs as 
- high as 25 per cent. Reports of Mex- 


ican wetbacks going into trades and 
industries were given by officials of 
trade unions outside agriculture. 


Labor Contractor Tells Truth 
In Los Angeles a labor contractor, 


‘Rene Cardenas, said that most of the 
seasonal farm labor in California, 


Oregon and Washington was obtained 
from cut rate labor contractors, who 
exploited their workers to the full 
extent of their pay through rackets 


ranging from gambling, bootlegging, 


vice and narcotics. Cardenas revealed 
that nearly a fourth of such seasonal 
workers were illegal aliens from Mex- 
ico known as wetbacks. He also 
charged the California Employment 
Service was responsible for a lot of 
the unemployment and distress among 


farm workers, due to cooperation with 


contractors and growers. 


Labor Exploiters Revealed 


In Fort Collins, Colorado, the Com- 
mission heard stories of the exploita- 
tion of native and Mexican workers 
by the huge sugar beet corporations. 
Later, at Memphis, Tennessee, owners 
of thousand acre delta plantations 
also revealed their exploitation of 
native Negro and white workers and 
their importation of legal and illegal 
Mexican Nationals. 

Later at Trenton, New Jersey, one 
of the members of the Commission, 
Dr. ‘Peter Odeguard, made a strong 
statement that he was concerned with 
the fact that -everywhere growers 
testified that they preferred labor 
from poverty stricken distressed areas 
rather than American workers. Ode- 
guard said that in Texas, California 
and the midsouth it was Mexicans the 


growers wanted and in New Jersey 


and Connecticut, Puerto Ricans and 
Jamaicans. The story was the same. 
The Spokesmen for the huge corpora- 


| 


tion farms were revealed as the worst 
of labor exploiters, seeking cheap easy 


| controlled labor to displace American 


farm workers and put small farmers 
out of the business of farming at 
the same time. — 


Union Men Testify 


With stories coming from such 
sources as above, the National Farm 
Labor Union representatives appeared 
at El Paso, Los Angeles and Memphis 
to fill in the blank spaces with docu- 
mentary evidence of human greed and 
exploitation of American and foreign 
Nationals employed on the corpora- 
tion farms. Among the witnesses for 
the National Farm Labor Union were 
George F. Webber at El Paso, Ernesto 
Galarza at Los Angeles, H. L. Mit- 
chell, George Stith, and Arthur Chur- 
chill in Memphis. Galarza submitted 
the most complete documented brief 
the Commission has received to date. 
George Stith shocked the members of 
the Commission by telling how he 
worked this Spring as a cotton chop- 


per in Arkansas for 20c an _ hour. 


Churchill, ‘appearing as a minister of 
the Congregational Church as well as 
a Farm Labor Union representative, 


gave a graphic report of conditions in 


the midsouth and the failure of the 
Employment Service to even consider 
the employment of members of the 
Union, while importing Mexicans. 
Report to Truman in December 

The Commission will report its find- 


ings and recommendations to Presi- 
dent Truman on or about December 


15, according to present plans. Hear- 


ings in September are to be held in 
Michigan and Florida to complete the 
work of the Commission. 

The members of the Commission are 
M. Maurice T. Van Hecke of the Uni- 
versity of N. C., Dr. William Lieser- 


Sugar. Farmers 
Get 65 Million 


Three little words left out of a law 


cost the taxpayers 65 million dollars 
this year. Though prices of sugar have 


‘gone up, some 35,000 farmers are still 


drawing 1c a pound on all the sugar 
they produce on their cane and beet 
fields. As usual, most of the money 
goes to the big boys. 41 farms will 
get $100,000 or more. 23 farms will 
get $200,000 a piece. 15 huge farms 
will get $300,000 each, eight will draw 
$400,000 each, and the 3 largest sugar 
farmers get over half a million at 
a whack of your money and mine. 
Florida cane growers, although there 
are only 25, get nearly a million dol- 
lars. Last year 30 big farms in 
Hawaii got nearly 8 million dollars 
altogether. 


The only requirements these cor- 
poration farmers have to met to get 
government checks is to plant only 
their quota, and to promise to pay 
minimum wages of 30c an hour in 
Louisiana, 50c an hour in Florida, 


60 and 65c elsewhere in the USA, 


and just two bits down in Puerto Rico. 
They also aren’t supposed to hire 
children under 14 years of age. 

You are paying twice for the sugar 
in your coffee, once when you buy it 
at the store, then when you pay 
your taxes. 


son, former Chairman of the War 
Labor Board, of Washington, Dr. 
Peter Odeguard of the University of 
California, Mr. Nobel Clark of the 
University of Wisconsin, and Arch- 
bishop Robert Lucey of San Atnonio. 
Mr. Varden Fuller of Berkley, Calif., 
is Executive Secretary. 


New S. S. Law 
On The Books 


The new Social Security changes 
are now law. Three-fourths of the 
working population of the United 
States are now covered by old age and 


Act. 
to about 3,000,000 old people insured 
under the national Social Security 
Law will go up an average of about 
78 per cent. A person drawing $20.00 
now will get $27.00, one drawing 
$46.00 a month will get $68.50 from 
here on out. A man and his wife both 
over 65 years of age will get one and 
a half times as much. If he draws 
$50.00 a month, she will get $25.00, 


| or a total of $75.00 per month. 


Ten Million More Included. Farmers 
and Farm Workers Mostly Out 


A total of 10 million more people 
will be brought under the social secu~ 
rity law. These include domestic work- 
ers not employed in farm homes, 
‘self employed, such as businessmen, 
state and federal government em- 
ployees not otherwise covered by pen- 
sion plans and an estimated 850,000 
farm and processing workers who 
are employed full time by a single 
employer. Among those eounted out 


farm workers. Congress apparently 


| believes that the farmers and farm 


workers are so well off they don’t 
need any help in their old age. 
However, beginning about January 
1, the workers on some farms are 
going to be covered under the old age 
'and survivors insurance law. To qual- 
ify, a farm worker must have been 
employed regularly for three months 
for the same employer and then have 
worked for the same employer at least 
60 days in the next calendar quarter. 
It thus appears that only those hold- 
ing regular jobs for five or six months 
can hope to qualify under the law. 


There won’t be too much of a prob- 
lem for those hired hands who work 
the year round for a small farmer. 
14%c on each dollar in wages will be 
deducted by the employer from the 
worker’s wages. The employer will 
then match that amount and turn it 
over to the government. There may 
be some system whereby the employer 
will buy tax stamps at the post office 
and stick them in the worker’s insur- 
ance book. 


Chiseling Seen 
_However, the National Farm Labor 


ernment begins to try to find out who 
is qualified on these corporation 
farms, there will be some of the 
damndest chiseling one ever heard of. 
Men will be hired and fired before 
they can qualify. Workers will be 
shifted from farm to farm by agree- 
ment between the big boys. Some 
will deduct. the insurance from the 
workers’ wages and not turn it in to 
the government. Some big farmers 


will make a practice of deducting 
(Continued on page 2) 


survivors insurance provisions of the | 
The pensions now being paid 


are 7 million farmers and 3% million 


Union predicts that when the gov- 
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Calif. Faion in 


New Voter Drive 


Getting ready for the General Elec- 
tion on November 7, officers and mem- 
bers of the National Farm Labor 
Unions are busy conducting a new 
voter drive. The books close on Sep- 
tember 14, and all persons who have 
not registered cannot vote in the 
election of Congressmen, Senator, 
Governor, legislators, and local offi- 
cials. Among those active in the cam- 
paign have been Delphina Andrada 
of Bakersfield Local 255, Robert E. 
Whatley of Arvin Local 218, Phillip 
Terrazas of Delano Local 254, Joe 
Estrada of Hanford Local 266, and 
O. T. Tarr of Farmersville Local 2438. 
_ The Salinas and Soledad Locals have 
committees active in the campaign. 
Many farm workers have registered 
and are planning to vote for the first 
time this November. Full reports on 
the campaign are not in as yet. . 


Non Farm Housing 
Be Built 


FRESNO, Calif.— County officials 
have authorized the application for 
a loan to build 25 new homes to rent 
to farm workers and others at High; 
way City. The Fresno Housing Au- 
thority has also been authorized to 
take over and operate the farm labor 
camps in this county. The camps have 
been leased to private associations of 
growers. The plan to build: the 25 
new homes and to operate the camps 
is a direct result of the work of, the 
National Farm Labor Union in this 
area. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
(Continued from page 1) 


1% or 3c from every man they hire 
_ and pocket it. 7 


They will find more ways than the 
devil could dream up in a thousand 
years .to skin their workers. If the 
farm workers ever needed the Union, 
_ they are going to need it now. The 
National Farm Labor Union will work 


for an amendment to the new law to 


include both farmers and workers ac- 
tually employed on the land. 


| even higher. 
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Grape Pickers Win 
Wage Increase 


When the grape picking season 
opened in the Delano area the field 
packers determined to at least res- 
tore the wage cut they had taken 
at the end of the 1949 season. The 
growers gave no sign that a better 
wage would be paid, so the field pack- 
ers, most of whom are Filipino work- 
ers, did the one thing that made sense. 
They organized. They joined the 
NFLU in groups and soon a majority 
of these highly skilled workers were 
members of the Union. 


Filipino Members Get 90c An reer 
Plus Bonus 


The demand of these workers was 
a minimum wage of 90c per. hour and 
a five cent per box bonus. The demand 
was quickly met by a number of 
growers whose crews were organized. 
In some cases the wage agreed to was 
In a few short weeks 
the general wage level for the area 
met the demand of the workers. 


Organize and Win Strike 


One grower, however, told his crew 
that he would not pay more than 85c 
and a 5c bonus. His entire crew of 
field packers quit work. This was 
before the crew was completely or- 
ganized into the Union. The grower 
looked up another crew leader who 
recruited a few workers to fill the 
vacancies. However, when the prob- 
lem was explained to these new work- 
ers, they too left the cut-rate jobs. 
This happened with still another crew. 


Meanwhile the grower had not 
availed himself of the opportunity to 
meet with the Union to work out a 
peaceful settlement to this dispute. 
He was trying to get his grapes on 
the market by drumming them and 
then packing in the shed. The drum- 
mers, however, were also concerned 
with their wages and conditions. Some 
had been cut to 75c. ‘They joined 


the Union in large numbers and or- 


ganized a Committee to discuss the 
problem with all the workers. The 
result was that a majority of the 
drummers stopped working. 


Growers Sign With Union 


At this point the representative of 
the State Conciliation Service who 
had been called into the picture by the 
Union, arrived in Delano. He found 
the grower anxious to meet. At the 
conference he arranged, the problems 
were thoroughly discussed and the 
last grower agreed to pay the scale 
of 90c per hour and a bonus of 5c 
per box. 


There is still a lot of work to be 
done in the Delano area. Some grow- 
ers.are not yet at home with the 
American institution of collective bar- 
gaining. But the success of the or- 
ganization drive in this area has 
already carried over into the Fresno 
area where grape pickers are also 
organizing. 


Labor Supply Agreement Under Way 
_In Fresno County an agreement has 
been worked out by Union represen- 


CALIFORNIA 


He a Communist? 


TOM WERDELL 
Congressman? 


good American. 


saved the day. 


for Congress from the same district, 


blood on th@ hills of Korea.” 
Wrong Way Werdell 


and social security. 


The voting record of Tom Werdell, 
the Congressman who misrepresents 
the people of Kern, Kings, and Tulare 
‘Counties in Washington, on the Ko- 
rean War issue is the same as that 
of Vito Marcantonio, Communist Con- 
gressman from New York City. Mar- 
cantonio never pretended to be any- 
thing but a supporter of Russia. Tom 
Werdell has always claimed to be a 
However, when a 
bill was up in Congress to grant aid 
to the Korean Republic, Tom Werdell 
joined Marcantonio in voting against 
it. People are asking if Werdell is a 


Communist too. The bill needed one 
vote to pass and Werdell conte have 


Ardis Walker, Democratic 


stated that “Werdell bragged about 
defeating the Korean Aid Bill which 
led to the present debacle in South 
Korea and the spilling of American 


In addition to having voted wrong 
on the Korean issue, Werdell has 
voted against the interests of the com- 
‘| mon people on every hand. He voted 


Cotton Picking 
Wage Going Up ? 


Cotton growers held a meeting on 
August 18 to determine rates they 
would pay in 1950. William Swerin- 
gen, speaking for the Union, pointed 
out that the price of cotton was 
around 40c a pound and growers could 


afford to pay more than last season’s  - 


rate. Indications were that the grow- 
ers would try to set a wage of $3.00 
per hundred pounds. | 


In the meantime, the National Farm 
Labor Union is polling its member- 
ship in the San Joaquin Valley to 
determine what they believe to be a 
fair rate for 1950. The history of 
cotton production throughout the 
south and southwest shows that when 
cotton sells for 10c qa pound, wages 
are $1.00 per 100 pounds; when 20c 
a pound, $2.00 per 100 is paid. Most — 
of the members of the Union in both 
California and the midsouth feel that 
$4.00 is the least they can accept. 


The situation is complicated by sev- 


eral thousand mechanical cotton pick- 


ers in use throughout the country, 
plus Mexican Nationals under contract 
and those working on farms illegally. 
Estimates as to the number of work- 
ers required to harvest the 1950 crop | 


| vary. In.California, growers say they 


will need about half as many workers 
as were employed in 1949. | 
Reports from Local Unions indicate 
that it may be necessary for workers | 
to stay away from their fields before 
a fair and reasonable wage is agreed 
upon this year. Last year growers 
cut the wages from $3.00 to $2.50, and 
a strike resulted, affecting over 100,- 
000 workers. This year it is hoped 
that such action may be avoided. 


Forced His Hand 

At the close of his sermon the 
preacher discovered one of his dea- 
cons asleep. He said, “We will now 


| have a few minutes of prayer, Deacon 


Brown, will you lead?” 
Deacon Brown sleepily replied: 
“Lead, h--l, I just dealt!” 


wrong 10 times on 10 important issues 
in 1949. These issues were the repeal 
of Taft-Hartley, Reform of the House 
Rules Committee, Rent Control, Pub- 
lic Housing, Rural telephones, natural 
gas, minimum wages, anti-trusts laws, 
In 1950 on simi- 
lar issues Tom Werdell voted wrong 
8 times out of 9. He wasn’t present 
when the 9th issue came up. He 
voted against FEPC, voted to turn 
over the natural gas resources to the 
power companies, against housing, 
against arming the Koreans, against 
rent control, against foreign aid to 
underdeveloped countries. He failed to 


show up when the issue of reducing | from whence he came. 


vineyards. 


tatives whereby Union members will 
be employed to harvest crops of about 
70 growers. Union wage and working 
conditions have been accepted and 
hundreds of Union men are in the 


taxes on little people and raising them 
on corporations came up. 


An Associated Farmer Stooge 


Tom Werdell really represents the 
Associated Farmers, the Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company, the Southern 
Pacific Railway, the Di Giorgio Fruit 
Corporation and other outfits: like 
these in Washington. Proof of this is 
the fact that Werdell is a law partner 
of ‘a Di Giorgio. Everyone knows 
what the Di Giorgios are. Ole Joe Di 
Giorgio busts unions, hires wetbacks 
to take jobs of Americans and acts 
exactly like any bandit from Sicily 
Tom Werdell 


is carrying on the work of Di Giorgio 
and other Corporation farmers in 
Washington. If the common people in 
Kern, Kings, and Tulare Counties will 
go to the polls on election day they 
can retire the Di Giorgio Stooge from 
| the Congress of the United States. 
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A Real Democrat 


JAMES ROOSEVELT 


Candidate for Governor of California 


James Roosevelt is the Democratic 


Candidate for Governor of California. 


The son of the late great President 


Franklin D. Roosevelt and the equally 
famous Eleanor Roosevelt, he has 
much to commend him to the voters 
of California. Among other good 
things, Roosevelt says if he is elected 
Governor of California he will put 


_ through the legislature a law to give 


unemployment insurance to the half 
million farm workers in the state who 
are seasonally unemployed. He is 
also for pensions for the aged, will 
give the small farmer and worker a 
break. 

. His opponent is Earl Warren, Gov- 
ernor of California for the past 8 
years. Warren talks ‘like a liberal, 
but his actions speak louder than 
words. It’s time for change, so vote 
for Jimmie Roosevelt for Governor 
on November 7. 


The Right to 


VOTE 


Is Your 


Don’t Fall to Use it 


| see them in Washington. 


“‘She’s Got Our Vote” 


HELEN DOUGLAS 


Helen Douglas, Democrat, 
Candidate U. S. Senate 


When Helen Douglas was out campaigning for the Democratic nomina- 
tion for the U. S. Senate, everywhere she went men and women would walk 
up, shake hands with her, and say, “Mrs. Douglas, you got my vote.” Enough 
of them went to the polls on primary election day to give her the nomination 
for the office. 7 


However, she now has a hard fight ahead to win on November 7. Her 
opponent is Richard M. Nixon, Republican. Nixon is a City Slicker. He has 
all the money in California behind him. The Pacific Gas and Electric Com- 
pany, the Southern Pacific Railway, the Associated Farmers, and every 
reactionary outfit in this state is for Nixon the Republican. All Helen 
Douglas has is the support of the common people, the men and women who 
work in the shops, factories, stores, on farms and elsewhere in California. 
The California Federation of Labor representing over a million workers is 
for her. The National Farm Labor Union endorsed her. 

Helen Douglas started into politics after she saw how farm workers 
were being kicked around in California. She has fought for a square deal 
for the little farmer. She is for the 160 acre water limitation. As a member 
of the House of Representatives since: 1944, she has always voted what she 
believed to be the interest of the common people. Her labor voting record 
is 100 per cent right. She served as member of the House Foreign Relations 
Committee and was always on hand to vote right on important issues that 
came up in Congress. 

Her office doors are always open to ordinary folks. 
When she is An\California she goes out to the 
factories and fields to find out how people are getting along and what she 
can do to help. She has made a fine record in Congress and will make 
California the best Senator the state ever had. 
| But to win she must have the vote of every qualified citizen in California 
who believes that the common people should have a share in the good life 
their work produces. To be elected she must have your vote and that of 
your neighbor on election day, November 7. All the power and votes the 
wealthy can muster that day will be against her. Abraham Lincoln once 
said, “The Lord must have loved the common people because he made so 
many of them.” If the common folks turn out on November 7, Helen Douglas 


will be the Senator from California come next January. 


She finds time to~ 


Win with Walker 


ARDIS WALKER 


Democrat for Congress 
10th District . 


On Election Day, November 7, the 
people of Kern, Kings and Tulare 
County will have a chance to elect 
a real representative to the Congress 
of the United States and rid them- 
selves of one Tom Werdell, the repre- 
sentative of the Corporation farmers 
holding a seat in Washington for the 
past four years. 


Ardis Walker is the man we need 
in Washington. He will cast his vote 
and his influence to promote the in- 
terests of all the people of the 10th 
district. Walker won’t vote with Mar- 
cantonio, the Russian supporter from 
New York City, to start new wars 
and get our boys killed. The business- 
man, the small farmer, the farm 
worker and organized labor are for 
Walker for Congress. If you and 


your neighbor go to the polls on elec- 
tion day, Walker will be elected. If 
you stay away, it means two more 
years of Tom Werdell. 


WE HAVE 
THE VOTES 
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DAIRYMEN’S NEWS 


|Penn. Dairy Farmers 


New Jersey Dairymen 
Tackle Borden Co. 


Negotiations with the Sussex Milk 
and Cream Company, a branch of the 
Borden Company, are under way. 
Borden wants to cut the prices paid 
the farmers, the majority of whom are 


members of Local Union 277. They 


have proposed that the New Jersey 


men who just got a price raise 
through their State. Milk Control 
Board kick back 60c on 100 lbs., so 
that they will get the same price as 
New York farmers who sell to the 
same outfit receive. The best reply 
to the question appeared in an edito- 
rial in the New J ersey Herald of 
Newton, N. J., which we reprint 
below: | 


“THE SHORT END AGAIN 


Judging from their attitude last 
week, it will take some tall talking 
to persuade the milk producers serv- 
ing the Branchville creamery of the 
Sussex Milk and Cream Company that 


they should take a 60-cent cut in the 


price paid them by the company. 


The company’s proposal for the pro-. 
ducers to take a voluntary cut in 
order to equilize payments to farmers 


in all its local plants, places the 
Branchville producers behind the 
eight ball. If they accept, their in- 
come will be cut at a time they can 
ill afford to take less. If they refuse, 
they face the possibility of having 
their milk paid for under the Federal 
order which governs the New York 
market—and this means a cut in their 
income. At present they are receiv- 
ing the best New Jersey price, but 
the company could very easily end 
this arrangement. 


The worst aspect of the situation is 
the fact that the proposal puts the 
Branchville producers on the spot 
with their fellow dairy farmers. In 
effect, the Branchville producers are 
asked to share their income with 
producers in other creameries operat- 
ed by the company. Will their re- 
fusal to accept the company’s scheme 
be misinterpreted as mere selfishness 
by other producers who might gain 
by the plan? 


The company has nothing to lose 


and everything to gain by the pro- 
posal. On the other’hand, the farm- 
ers are again left holding the short 
end. From the company’s point. of 
view it is an excellent idea since 
it will appease producers serving five 
plants at the risk of creating dissat- 
isfaction at only one plant. And, 


what is more important, it may result | 


in turning farmer against farmer 
when unity among them is desperately 
needed. 


It is a clever scheme that vividly 
illustrates a stranglehold which the 
dealers and processors have on the 
farmers. It would be well, under the 
circumstances, for all producers to 
remember that the problems faced by 
the Branchville producers are their 
problems, too.” 


Though the Herald doesn't say so, 


Labor Union for a charter. 


dairymen into-its growing ranks. 


Minn. Dairymen Picket | 
Dealers Recognize Union 


Members of Iron Range Dairy Farmers Union Local 297 won their 
first beef early in August. As an independent Milk Producers Association, 
they attempted to work out an agreement with the dealers. 
negotiations failed, they began picketing the creameries in Virginia City, 
Minnesota. Application had previously been made to the National Farm 
The charter to do business under the A. F. of L. 
banner arrived and the situation took a turn for the better. 
Union Local 515, whose business agent is John Lisowski, having over 100 
members in the plants the farmers had tied up, offered his assistance. A 
meeting was arranged and a settlement worked out whereby the dealers 
recognized the Union as the sole bargaining agent for the producers and 
a contract running from August 1, 1950 to June 1, 1951 was signed. The 
contract provided an increase in the basic price of 40 cents per 100 lbs. 
for 3.5% milk and 7 cents for each additional point of butterfat content. 

Local Union 297 has 300 members and many of them Americans of 
Finnish ancestry. Officers of the Minnesota Iron Range Dairy Farmers 
Union Local 297 are Waino Walkama, President; Mervin A. Balke, Vice- 
President; and Milo Petersen, Sea *etary-Treasurer. 

The pickets shown above are M. F. Forbes and John W. Lahti. 

The National Farm Labor Union welcomes this fine group of Minnesota 


When all 


Teamsters 


Louisiana Dairymen 


Information has been received from 
I. Lee Parker, National Representa- 
tive of the Union in Louisiana, that 


the National Farm Labor Union Local 
277 is the only organization fighting 
the battles of the producers and seek- 
ing the unity of all farmers in the 
industry so that they may oppose 


such practices the Herald condemns. 


Over the Top 


the last hurdle for the dairy farmers 
who have built a $60,000 milk plant 
has been overcome. The Community 
State Bank has advanced the farmer 
owned corporation $12,000 to complete 


the job. Parker says the plant will 
start operating not later than October 
first. 

A drive to bring into the Union 
all the producers in the New Orleans 


milkshed will get under way shortly. 


Win Price Increase 


The brief presented by the Associ- 
ated Milk Producers and Handlers, 
Local No. 292, at the State Milk Con- 
trol hearing in Pittsburgh, August 
1-3, by Secretary-Treasurer Donald J. 
MacDonald, has resulted in an in- 


crease in prices of 57c per 100 weight, 


according to information received by 
the Farm Labor News. 


The Local Union has also affiliated 
with the Pennsylvania State Federa- 
tion of Labor and was notified on 
August 25th that its application had 
been accepted. In the meantime, an 
organizing campaign is underway to 
spread the union throughout Western 
Pennsylvania. 

As has happened in nearly every 
area where the National Farm Labor 
Union has organized dairy farmers, 


the dealers made an attempt in Penn- 
| sylvania to cut off leading members — 


from the sale of their products. Sec- 
retary MacDonald advises that Arthur 
M. Dunn, leading union member, has 
been reinstated by his distributor. 
Attacks on the Union by profiteers 


engaged in gouging both the consumer | 


and farmer are appearing, the latest 
being an attack by General E. Lowry 
Humes of the Dairy Sales Co-opera- 
tive Association, charging that the 
Union proposals for cost of production 
and single classification of farmers’ 
products was an attempt to regiment 
the farmer and control production. 
Secretary MacDonald effectively an- 
swered this argument in a letter to 
the Country Gentleman, pointing out 
that if the farmer sold only 60% of 


his production at the top price and fed 


the balance to his hogs, he would be 
better off. It will be recalled that 
every time the profiteers and gougers 
are stuck, they begin crying regimen- 
tation or something else instead of 
presenting the facts. 


The Farm Labor News in its last’ 


issue carried an article based on re- 
ports from local newspapers and 
stated that farmers who were mem- 
bers of the Keystone Association had 
to pay 5c per 100 dues. This state- 
ment was wrong. The 5c per hundred 
weight to whom the dues must be 
paid is the Dairy Sales Co-operative 
Association, which, officers of the 


Local Union state, is a-dealer affiliate . 
through which they are — to 


market their milk. 


YOU AND ME 


Democracy, we heard someone say 


recently, is that form of government 
in which the individual is important. 
It isn’t a page in a history book, or 
& monument or a parade, but YOU 
and ME and what we do about it. 
And, as most of us know, we’re not 
doing nearly enough about it. 

One thing we can do is find out 
more: about our Congressional can- 
didates . . . their principles and 
beliefs. We can study their records, 
too, and see if their actions as well as 
their words are aimed in 6 right 
‘direction. 
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